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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May the God who became man in the Child at the manger,

bring peace and joy from God the Father and the Holy

Spirit. I am happy to wish you all a very Happy Christmas

and a joyful New Year 2012. I pray that all of us priests

and religious, and all our families in our parishes be filled

with the blessings of heaven. I am taking a few points

from the Holy Father for our meditation.

We have began the days of Advent already on 27th November

that immediately prepare us for the nativity of the Lord:

We are in the Christmas novena, which in many Christian

communities is celebrated with liturgies rich in biblical

texts, all oriented toward nourishing hope for the birth of

the Savior. The entire Church, in effect, turns its gaze of

faith toward this approaching feast, readying itself, like
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each year, to unite to the joyful song of the angels, who in

the heart of the night will announce to the shepherds the

extraordinary event of the birth of the Redeemer, inviting

them to draw close to the cave of Bethlehem. There lies

Emanuel, the Creator made creature, wrapped in

swaddling clothes and lying in a poor manger.

Because of the environment that characterizes it,

Christmas is a universal feast. Even those who do not

profess to be believers, in fact, can perceive in this annual

Christian celebration something extraordinary and

transcendent, something intimate that speaks to the

heart. It is the feast that sings of the gift of life. The birth

of a child moves us and causes tenderness. Christmas is

the encounter with a newborn who cries in a miserable

cave. Contemplating him in the manger, how can we not

think of so many children who even today see the light

from within a great poverty in many regions of the world?

How can we not think of the newborns who are not

welcomed and are rejected, of those who do not survive

because of a lack of care and attention?

How can we not think, too, of the families who desire the

joy of a child and do not see this hope fulfilled?

Under the influence of a hedonistic consumerism,

unfortunately, Christmas runs the risk of losing its
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spiritual significance to be reduced to a mere commercial

occasion to buy and exchange gifts. In truth, nevertheless,

the difficulties and the uncertainties and the very

economic crisis that in these months so many families

are living, and which affects all of humanity, can be a

stimulus to discover the warmth of simplicity, friendship

and solidarity – characteristic values of Christmas.

Stripped of consumerist and materialist incrustations,

Christmas can thus become an occasion to welcome, as a

personal gift, the message of hope that emanates from

the mystery of the birth of Christ.

All of this, nevertheless, is not enough to assimilate fully

the value of the feast for which we are preparing. We

know that it celebrates the central event of history: the

incarnation of the divine Word for the redemption of

humanity. St. Leo the Great, in one of his numerous

Christmas homilies, thus exclaimed: “Let us exult in the

Lord, my dear ones, and open our hearts to the most pure

joy. Because the day has dawned that for us means the

new redemption, the ancient preparation, eternal bliss.

Thus in the yearly cycle, the elevated mystery of our

salvation is renewed for us, which, promised at the

beginning and fulfilled at the end of times, is destined to

endure without end (Homily XXII).
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St. Paul returns to this fundamental truth many times

in his letters. To the Galatians, for example, he writes:

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his

Son, born of a woman, born under the law … so that we

might receive adoption” (4:4). In the Letter to the

Romans he sets forth the logic and consequent demands

of this saving event: “And if [we are] children, then heirs,

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer

with him so that we may also be glorified with him”

(8:17).

But it is above all St. John, in the prologue to the fourth

Gospel, who meditates profoundly on the mystery of the

Incarnation. And it is because of this that the prologue

has been part of the Christmas liturgy since ancient times:

There is found, in fact, the most authentic expression

and the deepest synthesis of this feast, and of the base of

his joy. St. John writes: “Et Verbum caro factum est et

habitavit in nobis” – And the Word was made flesh and

dwelt among us (John 1:14).

At Christmas, then, we are not limited to commemorating

the birth of a great personality; we do not celebrate simply

and in the abstract the mystery of the birth of man or in

general, the birth of life; neither do we celebrate only the

beginning of a great season. At Christmas, we remember
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something very concrete and important for man, something

essential for Christian faith, a truth that St. John

summarized in these few words: “The Word was made

flesh.

The Diamond Jubilee celebration of our beloved diocese

will take us closer to this reality and we as a diocese take

this reality to every one who has not accepted it as their

way of life. Let me once again wish all a merry Christmas

and a holy new year and assure you of my prayers and

blessings.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB.D.D

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

01-02 Meeting of Statutes, Vellore

15 Thu Christmas Celebration for Catechists, Vellore

16 Fri Christmas Celebration for VSSS, Vellore

17 Sat Christmas Celebration for Religious, Vellore

19 Mon Monthly Recollection & Christmas

Celebration for Diocesan Priests, Vellore

21 Wed Confirmation, Gengapuram

24 Sat Christmas Vigil Mass, Cathedral

28 Wed Ordination, Udayendiram

30 Fri Ordination, Maruthuvambadi

31 Sat New Year Vigil Mass, Cathedral
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Christmas Celebration for Religious - 17.12.2011

There will be a Christmas Celebration for all the

Religious Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in the Bishop’s

House on Saturday, 17 December, 2011 at 10 am. His

Excellency Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB will

preside over the celebration. You can take this

opportunity to wish our Bishop and Curia fathers. Your

generous contribution will be greatly appreciated to help

the poor during this Christmas.

2. Clergy Monthly Recollection & Christmas

Celebration – 19.12.2011

Our Monthly Recollection and Christmas Celebration

will be on Monday, 19 December 2011.The Time table

will be as follows :

09.30 am     -  Arrival

10.00 am     -  Talk and Confession

11.00 am     -  Christmas Celebration & Message

12.30 pm    -   Senate Election

01.00 pm     -  Lunch
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3. New Deacons

Two Deacons of our Diocese have completed their

seminary formation. They are appointed in the following

parishes for pastoral experience :

Dn. Jeyakumar              Arakkonam

Dn. Jonas                      Vandavasi

4. Recollection for the Month of January 2012

The Dates for January Monthly Recollection: 24th

Tuesday Evening to 25th Wednesday Afternoon, 2012.

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

Vicar General

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE

Christmas Celebration for Catechists

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Greetings to you from Catholic Pastoral centre. There will

be a christmas celebration for both trained and untrained

catechists working in our Diocese, on 15.12.2011 Thursday

at 9.30 am in the pastoral centre. Kindly send the

catechists who are getting salary from the Diocese for the

celebration.
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The Election of the new Senate Members

As His Excellency announced during our annual retreat,

There will be an election of the new Senate Members on

19-12-2011 Monday during our Recollection and Chritmas

Celebration. All the fathers are requested to be present

and take part in the election.  The list of group members

will be displayed on the notice board on 19th December

2011.

Thanks for your co-operation in this regard

Mission Sunday Collection - 2011

Parishes

1. Randam Korattur 4000.00

2. Alapakkam 865.00

3. Thanipadi 6945.00

4. A.Kattupadi 10,000.00

5. Arokanam 24,234.00

6. Kodayanchi 1135.00

7. Bagayam 10,001.00

8. Boodamangalam 1100.00

9. Old Town 3000.00

10. Perunthuraipattu 6000.00

11. Sathuvachari 11,175.00

12. Uriurkuppam 2000.00

13. Perumanam 7000.00
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14. Puliavananthal 750.00

15. Thalayampallam 3600.00

16. Somaspadi 2000.00

17. Vettavalam 12,000.00

18. Japathikarani 600.00

19. Semiamanglam 600.00

20. Soganur 2000.00

21. Nelliyankulam 900.00

22. Nallur 1000.00

23. Gengapattu 5000.00

24. Mekkalur 1000.00

25. Shenbakkam 1000.00

26. Viruduvilanginan 4466.00

27. Christianpet 10,000.00

28. Mosavadi 17,010.00

29. C.Nammiandal 12,000.00

30. Kortampet 9000.00

31. Santhavasal 5000.00

32. Tiruvannamalai 40,346.00

33. Kariyandal 7000.00

34. Alliyandal 3636.00

35. Chettupattu 55,000.00

36. Kilnathur 1000.00

37. Pavithiram 20,000.00

38. Cheyyar 9000.00

39. Mazhuvankarunai 5200.00

40. Sipcot 10,000.00
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Religious Institution

1. Immaculate Convent, Vellore 500.00

2. Idaya College, Pudupalayam 12000.00

3. S.D. Convent, Perumanam 500.00

4. Cluny Convent, Tiruparkadal 3000.00

5. Mary Immaculate Convent, Tirupattur 3000.00

6. Mazzarello Home, Tirupattur 3000.00

7. Auxilium Home, Gandhi Nagar 3000.00

8. Cluny Convent, Devigapuram 3000.00

9. Auxilium College, Gandhi Nagar 6000.00

10. St. Bridiget Convent, Sipcat 1000.00

11. Assisi Illam, Bagayam 500.00

12. S.D. Convent, Pallalakuppam 500.00

13. Presentation Convent, Uriurkuppam 500.00

14. D.M. Convent, Udayarkuppam 1000.00

15. D.M. Convent, Kootar 1000.00

16. D.M. Convent, Eleyanganni 2000.00

17. Dominican Convent, Soganur 500.00

18. CMC Chapel 1000.00

19. Ansaldo Matriculation School, Chetpet 3000.00

20. Ansaldo College, Chetpet 10,000.00

21. St. Xavier Hr. Sec. School, Christianpet 1000.00

22. St. Anne's Primary School, Christianpet 250.00

23. St. Charles Convent, Tirupattur 2000.00

24. St. Charles Convent, Jolarpet 500.00
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25. Mt. St.Joseph Matriculation School 25,000.00

26. St. Joseph High School, A.Kattupadi 1000.00

27. St. Joseph Primary School, Kattupadi 500.00

28. St. Anne's Home for Children, Kattupadi 500.00

29. St. Thomas Hospital. Chettupet 3000.00

30. Christhu Jothi Matric Hr. Sec. School

Thanipadi 4500.00

31. Christhu Jothi Convent, Thanipadi 500.00

32. Mary Immaculate Matric School, Kariyandal 2000.00

33. Immaculate Mary Convent, Kariyandal 500.00

34. St.Anne's Convent, Christianpet 1000.00

35. Seva Missionary Sisters, Gandhinagar 500.00

All those who have not yet remitted the Mission Sunday

Collection are requested to remit as early as possible.

Thanks for your co-operation.

Fr. S.Malaiyappan
Director, CPC.
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1. Family Commission

Dear Loving Fathers

Loving greetings to you !

We have completed marriage preparation courses in all

the vacariates.

We continue to do the service in Kariyandal Parish.

Individual boys (or) girls do come with the letter from the

parish priests, and get the certificate and do make use of

this service. It would be better if the parish priests inform

over the phone and find out the convinent time to send

the candidates for the marriage preparation. I do appreciate

your co-operation in this regard.

Fr. K.S. Gnana Jyoti
Secretary
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Rev. Sr. Jerline Mascrenhas Rev. Dr. S. Lourduswamy

Principal Correspondent

The present address of Rev. Dr. Roy Lazar.A

Address  during the week
Dept. of Christian Studies,

Madras University

Chepauk

Chennai 60005

Ph : 044 25399619

Weekends:
St. Joseph's Priests' Home,

Sathuvachary

Vellore 632 009

VLR Dt.

Mobile: 9444333027

Email: roylazar@hotmail.com
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. K. S. Gnana Jyothi 01.12.1982

Rev. Fr. P. Arputharaj Rayan 03.12.1976

Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 09.12.1982

Rev. Fr. L. Susainathan 10.12.1983

Rev. Fr. S. Lourduswamy 11.12.1981

Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 16.12.1966

Rev. Fr. A. Rayappan 19.12.1992

Rev. Fr. M. Rayappa 20.12.1967

Rev. Fr. M. Packiasamy 21.12.1970

Birthday

Rev. Fr. A. Anthony 02.12.1971

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Buddhan 05.12.1949

Rev. Fr. C. Matthew 05.12.1969

Rev. Fr. A. Sagaya Josephson 05.12.1979

Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappan 07.12.1977

Rev. Fr. P. John Bosco 08.12.1952

Rev. Fr. Velanganni Vinothraj 08.12.1974

Rev. Fr. N. T. Irudayaraj 09.12.1968

Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter 11.12.1966

Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu 12.12.1947

Rev. Fr. S. Jesu Jayabalan 23.12.1975

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu 25.12.1958

Rev. Fr. A. Charles Jesu Doss 25.12.1974

Rev. Fr. A. Alphonse Doss 30.12.1948

Rev. Fr. S. Lourduswamy 30.12.1955
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Intentions

Let us pray that the nations of the earth, through

knowledge and mutual respect, may grow in harmony and

peace.

Let us pray that children and young people may be

messengers of the Gospel and that their dignity may

always be respected and preserved from all violence and

exploitation.

Calendar

03 Sat St. Francis Xavier

04 Sun 2nd Sunday of Advent

06 Tue St. Nicholas

07 Wed St. Ambrose

08 Thu Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary

11 Sun 3rd Sunday of Advent

13 Tue St. Lucy

14 Wed St. John of the Cross

18 Sun 4th Sunday of Advent

25 Sun Christmas Day

26 Mon St. Stephen Proto-Martyr

27 Tue St. John

28 Wed Holy Innocents

30 Fri Holy Family
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Necrology

1. Rev. Fr. D. John Durai 10.12.2009

2. Most Rev. Eugene Mederlet SDB 12.12.1934

3. Rev. Fr. Capiagi SDB 14.12.1985

4. Rev. Fr. M. I. Jaikumar 16.12.2006

5. Most Rev. Antony Muthu 19.12.1980

6. Rev. Fr. Jaganathan Chinnappa SDB 22.12.1994

7. Rev. Fr. Alfred Schup SDB 23.12.1987

8. Rev. Fr. Gnanaprakasam 26.12.1982

9. Rev. Fr. Fidelis Cozzi SDB 27.12.1963

10.  Rev. Fr. Dabove SDB 31.12.1981

RIP

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of

Pathi Savariyappan, beloved father of Rev. Fr. Andreas Pathi

(Late), A. Kattupadi who died on 09 November, 2011.
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